Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SANA 00867 261425Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
AID-05 COME-OO EB-08 FRB-03 TRSE-00 XMB-02 
OPIC-03 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 CEA-01 STR-07 AF-10 
10-13 ACDA-12 /129W 

046909 261428Z/45 

R 260928Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SANA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3936 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SANA 0867 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (ROCKEFELLER, DAVID) 

SUB J : DAVID ROCKEFELLER VISIT 

1 . DAVID ROCKEFELLER, CHAIRMAN OF CHASE MANHATTAN BANK, AND 
PARTY OF SEVEN SPENT 25 EVENTFUL HOURS IN YEMEN OVER FEB. 24 
AND 25. DURING THIS SHORT VISIT, ROCKEFELLER MET WITH 
PRESIDENT AHMAD AL-GHASHMI, PRIME MINISTER ABD AL-AZIZ ABD 
AL-GHANI, FOREIGN MINISTER ABDALLAH AL-ASNAJ AND OTHER KEY 
GOVERNMENT AND BANKING PERSONALITIES. 

2. IN ADDITION TO A BANKERS LUNCHEON HOSTED BY THE AMBASSADOR 
AND A CABINET DINNER GIVEN BY THE PRIME MINISTER, ROCKEFELLER 
WAS ALSO TREATED TO A QAT SESSION AND DISPLAY OF YEMENI FOLK 
DANCING AT THE PRESIDENT'S COUNTRY HOUSE IN A VILLAGE NEAR 
SANA. FINALLY, ROCKEFELLER AND PARTY WERE DRIVEN TO 

TAIZ AND THEREBY ALSO HAD CHANCE TO SEE SOMETHING OF YEMEN'S 
SPECTACULAR SCENERY. 

3. ROCKEFELLER HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE DIRECTLY WITH 
THE PRIME MINISTER THE POSSIBILITY OF INCREASED CHASE 
MANHATTAN ACTIVITIES IN YEMEN, INCLUDING THE EVENTUAL 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A BRANCH OFFICE IN SANA. IT WAS 
AGREED THAT A CHASE MANHATTAN TEAM WILL COME TO YEMEN 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE TO LOOK INTO THIS MATTER. 

4. ON FEB. 25 ROCKEFELLER ALSO HAD AN EARLY MORNING 
HOUR-LONG SESSION WITH FONMIN ASNAJ WHO EMPHASIZED 
YEMENI CONCERNS ABOUT SOVIET ENCROACHMENTS ON HORN OF 
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AFRICA. ASNAJ ALSO EMPHASIZED NEED FOR U.S. SUPPORT 
OF SADAT'S PEACE EFFORTS AS WELL AS CONCOMITANT NEED 
FOR U.S. TO CULTIVATE SYRIA AS WAY OF BLOCKING SOVIET 
MACHINATIONS IN THE NEAR EAST. ROCKEFELLER PROMISED TO 
CONVEY YEMENI VIEWS TO APPROPRIATE WASHINGTON OFFICIALS 
UPON HIS RETURN. 

5. COMMENT: VISIT CAN BE CONSIDERED MAJOR SUCCESS IN 
FURTHER STRENGTHENING NOT ONLY ECONOMIC BUT POLITICAL 
RELATIONS BETWEEN YEMEN AND THE U.S. YEMENIS WENT ALL 
OUT TO MAKE ROCKEFELLER WELCOME BOTH AS DEMONSTRATION OF 
THEIR DESIRE FOR CLOSER ECONOMIC TIES WITH U.S. AS WELL AS 
EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION FOR WHAT YEMENIS PERCEIVE TO 
BE ROCKEFELLER S UNDERSTANDING OF ARAB PROBLEMS AND 
SUPPORT THEREOF IN THE UNITED STATES. ROCKEFELLER SEEMED 
TO ENJOY HIMSELF IMMENSELY DURING THE VISIT AND DEPARTED 
APPARENTLY DEEPLY IMPRESSED BOTH BY THE TRADITIONAL FACETS OF 
YEMENI LIFE HE SAW AS WELL AS THE POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE 
ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENTAL GROWTH. 
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